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Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1020,  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Stanley  Urban  District. 

A  memorandum  has  been  issued  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  their 
guidance,  and  this  report  follows,  as  far  as  possible,  the  order  of  the  subjects  as 
mentioned  therein. 

This  makes  it  impossible  to  avoid  a  certain  amount  of  repetition  of 
information  contained  in  previous  reports,  hut  the  Ministry  of  Health  wishes 
this  to  be  included. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Population. 

According  to  the  census  of  1011,  the  population  of  the  Urban  District 
was  23,300.  The  Registrar  General  estimate  for  the  year  1020  is  24,300. 

Physical  Features. 

The  Stanley  district  is  situated  in  an  elevated  and  exposed  position 
between  500  and  800  feet  above  mean  sea  level,  its  area  being  3,503  acres. 

The  surface  soil  is  of  moderate  depth,  the  subsoil  is  mainly  clay  with 
patches  of  sand  and  loam,  and  the  uppermost  strata  is  that  of  the  coal  measures 
of  the  Carboniferous  series. 


The  contour  of  the  district  lends  itself  to  good  natural  drainage. 
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The  sole  industry  is  coal  mining  with  the  usual  trading  community 
common  to  mining  districts.  Practically  the  whole  population  is  engaged  in  the 
mining  industry,  and  this  occupation  cannot  be  said  to  be  directly  very 
detrimental  to  the  general  health,  though  indirectly  it  may  have  a  certain  effect. 

As  is  usual  in  this  class  of  district  the  natural  tendency  has  been  to 
build  in  close  proximity  to  the  mines,  the  result  being  a  certain  amount  of 
congestion  and  overcrowding  in  parts. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  nett  total  number  of  births  for  the  district  during  the  year  1920 
was  870  (415  males  and  455  females).  This  gives  a  birth  rate  of  35'67  per  1,000 
population  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  28‘07  in  1919. 

The  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  25’4.  The  number 
of  births  in  the  preceding  years  was  686  in  1919,  588  in  1918,  651  in  1917, 
597  in  1916,  797  in  1915,  and  920  in  1914. 

The  correct  number  of  illegitimate  births  is  34  (17  males  and  17 
females),  giving  a  birth  rate  of  139  per  1,000  population  and  39'08  per  1,000 
children  born. 

Death  Rate. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  for  the  past  year 
was  352  (186  males,  166  females),  this  gives  a  death  rate  per  thousand  population 
of  14.43,  as  compared  with  the  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  of  12.4, 
and  the  rate  for  the  County  of  12.31.  The  totals  for  the  district  in  1919,  1918, 
1917,  1916,  1915,  1914  were  373,  382,  285,  292,  387,  398  respectively. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

103  deaths,  or  29.2  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  occurred  under  the  age 
of  1  year,  in  comparison  with  100  in  1919,  87  in  1918,  65  in  1917,  82  in  1916, 
104  m  1915,  139  in  1914.  This  is  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  118.4  per  thousand 
births  registered,  as  against  rates  of  147.77,  147.95,  99.84,  137.35, 130.48,  151.08 
in  the  six  preceding  years.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  per 
thousand  births  is  80  and  for  the  County  of  Durham  106. 
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The  striking  fact  is  that 

no  less  than  47.5  per  cent. 

of  the  deaths  of 

infants  in  the  |>ast  year  were  due  to 

immaturity.  The  following 

table  compares 

the  various  rates  for  this  district 

with  those  of  the  County 

of  Durham  per 

thousand  population : — 

Stanley. 

Co  lily. 

Birth  Rate  ... 

35.67 

30.02 

Death  Rate  ....  ....  ^ 

14.43 

12.31 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  .... 

1.8 

1.0 

Smallpox  .... 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.16 

0.10 

Diphtheria  . 

0.65 

0.17 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

0.01 

Measles 

0.53 

0.2 

Whooping  Cough 

0,04 

0.11 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

0.32 

0.38 

„  (over  2  years) 

— 

0.08 

Phthisis 

0.61 

0.75 

Acute  Respiratory  Diseases 

3.07 

2.55 

Influenza  .... 

0.08 

0.23 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

118.4 

.  106 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  residents  at  all  ages. 


CAUSES  OF 

DEATH. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females 

Measles 

...  9 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  2 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea,  under  2  years. 

..  2 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

...  1 

— 

Appendicitis 

..  1 

1 

Diphtheria 

...  7 

9 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

..  1 

— 

Influenza 

...  2 

— 

Nephritis 

..  5 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

...  9 

6 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

... — 

2 

Parturition 

.. — 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  2 

6 

Congenital  Debility,  etc.  . 

..27 

22 

Cancer 

...  7 

10 

Violence 

..  8 

4 

Rheumatic  Fever 

...  1 

1 

Sucicide 

..  2 

— 

Meningitis 

...  2 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

..51 

35 

Organic  Heart  Diseases 

...  8 

13 

Causes  Ill-defined 

..  2 

— 

Bronchitis 

...13 

18 

Pneumonia 

..22 

17 

TOTAL 

186 

166 
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Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the 
year  1920. 

(Provisional  Figures)  Provisional  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of 
1920  have  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  the  table. 


The  mortality  rates  refer  to  the  whole  population  as  regards  England 
and  Wales. 


BIRTH  RATE  (per  1,000  total  population) 

England' and  Wales. 
25.4  .... 

Stanley. 

35.67 

DEATH  RATE:— 

All  Causes 

12.4 

14.43 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

0.01  .... 

Nil. 

Small  Pox 

0.00  .... 

Nil. 

Measles 

0.19  .... 

0.53 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

.... 

0.04  .... 

0.16 

Whooping  Cough 

.... 

0.11  .... 

.04 

Diphtheria 

0.15  .... 

0.65 

Influenza 

0.28  .... 

0.08 

Violence 

•  •  . 

0.48  ... 

0.49 

Total  Deaths  Rate  under  1  year  per  1,000  Births 

.... 

80 

118.4 

Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  amount  paid  in  Poor  Law  Relief  in  1920  was  about  £2,355,  as 
compared  with  £1,400  in  the  preceding  year. 

Hospitals. 

The  following  institutions  in  the  neighbourhood  are  available  for  the 
gratuitous  treatment  of  patients: — Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle,  and 
other  Infirmaries  in  Newcastle;  The  Poor  Law  Hospital,  Lanchester  ;  Tanfield 
Isolation  Hospital;  and  Lanchester  Small  Pox  Hospital.  For  tuberculosis 
patients  sanatorium  treatment  and  a  local  Dispensary  are  supplied  by  the  County 
Council. 

Nursing,  etc. 

During  the  last  year  a  Nursing  Association  was  started  in  the  district. 
The  staff  consists  of  4  Queen’s  nurses,  2  of  whom  possess  the  C.M.B.  certificate, 
and  one  trained  midwife. 
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Summarizing  the  cases  nursed,  the  total  was  made  up  bv  65  medical, 
76  surgical,  11  monthly,  3  midwifery,  and  the  number  of  visits  paid  l»v  the 
nurses  was  3,104. 

At  present  the  nurses  are  resident  in  different  parts  of  the  area  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  a  Central  Nurses  Home  will  prove  of  great  value  to  the 
work  of  the  Association. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
Water. 

The  water  supply  of  the  whole  of  the  district  is  obtained  from  the 
Durham  County  Water  Board,  late  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Co.,  and  this 
supply  is  laid  into  the  houses  with  the  exception  of  some  isolated  premises. 

The  water-shed  for  this  supply  is  the  Waskerly  Fells,  the  water  being 
of  a  peaty  nature;  and  that,  in  itself,  is  protective  against  lead  contamination. 
The  purity  of  the  supply  is  beyond  question,  but  in  some  parts  of  the  district, 
notably  East  Stanley,  the  supply  is  inadequate.  Complaints  from  the  residents 
of  this  part  of  the  district  were  very  frequent  during  the  year  and  such  state  of 
affairs  prevaling  is  not  conducive  to  good  health.  The  Durham  County  Water 
Board  have  taken  the  matter  up  and  are  now  laying  an  auxiliary  4-inch  pipe 
from  Tanlield  Lea  to  Shield  Bow  in  order  to  improve  the  water  supply  at  the 
part  of  the  district  in  question. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. 

The  Urban  area  at  present  is  divided  into  two  parts  for  sewage  disposal 
purposes.  The  whole  of  the  sewage  from  Stanley,  including  East  Stanley,  also 
from  Oxhill  and  Shield  Bow  districts,  is  treated  at  Stanley  Sewage  Disposal 
Works.  The  sewage  from  South  Moor  districts,  including  Quaking  Houses,  is 
dealt  with  at  the  South  Moor  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  South  Stanley  is  not 
provided  for.  Stanley  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  a  capacity  to  deal  with 
sewerage  for  a  population  of  7,500. 

These  works  at  present  are  being  extended,  and  when  completed  will  be 
able  to  deal  with  a  population  of  15,000.  This  additional  total  will  include  Hip 
Hill  and  the  new  houses  being  erected  at  Shield  Bow. 
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South  Moor  sewage  disposal  works  were  originally  intended  to  treat  the 
sewage  from  aj  population  of  4,000.  At  present  these  works  have  a  population 
discharging  td  them  of  approximately  10,000,  therefore  these  works  are  much  too 
small.  It  is  proposed  to  construct  new  sewage  disposal  works  at  Hustle  Down 
to  treat  the  excessive  amount  already  going  to  South  Moor,  and  also  to  take  the 
sewage  from  tjie  untreated  houses  of  South  Stanley  and  the  proposed  new  houses 
from  the  South  Stanley  Housing  Scheme.  Until  definite  arrangements  are  made 
regarding  this' housing  scheme  a  site  for  these  new  works  cannot  be  fixed. 

w 

I 

Scavenging  and  Removal  of  Refuse. 

In  May  the  Council  took  over  two  sub-districts,  Shield  Row  and  East 
Stanley,  to  carry  out  the  works  by  direct  labour  on  account  of  the  unsatisfactory 
way  in  which  the  work  had  been  prrformed  by  the  contractors.  The  work  is  now 
being  done  by  two  motor  waggons  and  the  ashpits  are  regularly  cleansed  at  least 
once  every  week.  This  shews  a  marked  improvement  on  the  old  method.  The 
Sanitary  Committee  intend  to  take  over  two  other  districts  in  the  present  year 
and  another  motor  waggon  has  been  ordered  for  this  purpose. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  50  ashpit  privies  were  converted  into  water  closets,  and 
three  extra  closets  were  provided  for  business  premises.  At  present,  in  the 

H 

district,  the  numbers  of  each  type  of  convenience  are : — 

n 

Water  Closets  ....  ....  1,287 

Ash  Closets  ....  ....  2,823 

Ash  Pit  Privies  .  730 

In  comparison,  the  figures  for  1911  were 

Water  Closets  ....  ....  462 

;  Ash  Closets  ....  ....  2,488 

Ash  Pit  Privies  ....  ....  1,376 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

Yourj  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  to  me  as  follows  : — 

.f|  * 

“•ft 
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The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  notices  served  after  inspection : — 


Type  of  Nuisances. 

Informal 

Notices. 

Formal 

Notices. 

Nuisances 

Abated. 

Dwelling  Houses,  foul  conditions  .... 

6 

— 

6 

Do.  structural  defects.. 

273 

1 

227 

Do.  overcrowding 

5 

— 

1 

Cowsheds 

11 

— 

9 

Bake-houses 

3 

— 

3 

Slaughter  Houses 

4 

— 

4 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

69 

— 

60 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

4 

— 

4 

Water  Closets  choked  and  defective 

47 

— 

42 

Defective  yard  paving 

54 

— 

53 

Faults  in  house  drainage 

115 

— 

110 

Water  supply  .... 

2 

— 

2 

Other  nuisances 

30 

— 

30 

Totals 

623 

1 

551 

All  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  suitable  for  treatment  in  hospital  have 
bad  attention,  and  the  rooms  and  bedding  of  226  bouses  were  fumigated. 


Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Factories.... 

Inspections. 

40 

Written  Notices. 

Nil. 

Prosecutions, 

Nil. 

Workshops 

.... 

102 

5 

Nil. 

Totals  ... 

142 

5 

Nil. 

Defects  Found  in  Factories  and  Workshops. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness 

5 

6 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  accommodation 

1 

1 

Totals 

6 

6 
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Registered  Workshops  on  the  Register  at  end  of  the  year. 


Tailors  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Milliners  ....  ....  ....  9 

Dressmakers  ....  ...  ...  2 

Blacksmiths  ....  ....  ...  5 

Plumbers  ....  ....  ....  4 

Saddlers  ....  ....  ....  1 

Shoe  Kepairers  ....  ....  ....  4 

Cartwrights  ....  ....  ....  1 

Joiners  and  Undertakers,  &c.  ....  6 

Bake  Houses  ....  ....  ...  7 

Watch  Repairers....  ....  ....  4 

Total  ....  ....  45 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  nor  underground  living  rooms  in 

the  area. 

Schools. 

The  schools  are  all  of  a  modern  type,  and  are  well  ventilated  and 
lighted.  The  sanitary  conditions  are  in  good  order,  each  school  being  provided 
with  water  from  the  public  service.  The  children  of  the  several  schools  are 
examined  periodically  by  the  county  school  Medical  Officer,  who  works  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

During  the  year  1920,  it  was  never  found  necessary  to  close  any  of  the 
schools  on  account  of  infectious  diseases. 

In  many  of  the  schools  a  great  improvement  would  be  made  by  re¬ 
laying  the  yard  areas. 


FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  9  cowkeepers  in  the  district  and  5  resident  milk  purveyors, 
a  few  other  purveyors  coming  in  from  outside  the  district. 

Modern  cowsheds  have  been  built  at  the  Pea  Farm  and  at  New  Acre 
Farm,  but  the  following  require  attention  : — 

Pea  Farm. — Improvements  should  be  made  to  the  dairy  here. 
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Stanley  Hill  Tor  Farm. — The  cowsheds  here  are  unsatisfactory  and 

•/ 

require  attention. 

East  Kyo. — These  premises  are  damaged  and  should  be  reconstructed. 

Stanley  Burn  Farm. — Negotiations  are  proceeding  with  regard  to  the 
reconstruction  of  the  cowshed. 

West  Shield  Bow  Farm. — Alterations  are  being  made  to  the  cowshed 
here. 

Inspection  showed  that  the  utensils  used  are  quite  satisfactory  in  regard 
to  storage  and  cleanliness,  but  I  frequently  find  that  the  udders  of  the  cows  are 
soiled  with  faceal  matter,  and  in  my  opinion  it  should  he  made  compulsory  that 
the  udders  of  the  cows  should  be  washed  before  milking  and  also  the  hands  of 
the  milkers,  otherwise  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  contamination  of  the  milk. 

Unwholesome  Food 

The  following  were  condemned  before  being  offered  for  sale : — 

190  lbs.  of  Mutton. 

53  „  Veal. 

84  „  Beef. 

4  Babbits. 

12  ,,  Cheese. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  8  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  registered  and  licensed. 

These  are  all  in  close  proximity  to  dwellings  and  are  all  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  manner  and  in  compliance  with  the  bye-laws. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  7  bakehouses  in  the  district  and  these  are  all  conducted  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  505  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year. 
The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  this  total,  and  also  institutes  a  compari¬ 
son  of  the  figures  for  the  past  7  years. 
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1920 

1919 

1918 

1917 

1916 

1915 

1914 

Diphtheria 

119 

56 

62 

55 

35 

35 

18 

Erysipelas 

14 

8 

10 

10 

13 

4 

16 

Scarlet  Fever 

155 

144 

168 

89 

202 

165 

109 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

4 

1 

5 

2 

— 

5 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

2 

.  1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

16 

13 

6 

8 

3 

8 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

41 

20 

23 

37 

37 

66 

43 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  .... 

69 

19 

22 

20 

31 

52 

29 

Measles 

— 

412 

108 

637 

14 

not  notifiable 

German  Measles 

— 

— 

2 

116 

43 

do. 

Pneumonia 

82 

82 

not 

notifiable 

Malaria 

— 

2 

do. 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

do. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

2 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

Total 

505 

763 

403 

977 

380 

330 

227 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  119  eases  reported  in  1920,  this  number  being  more  than 
double  the  previous  year,  which  totalled  56.  The  disease  was  present  each 
month,  but  was  more  prevalent  in  February,  March,  April,  October  and  Decem¬ 
ber,  and  the  numbers  of  cases  reported  were  18,  25,  22,  10  and  16  respectively. 
One  specimen  from  a  suspect  was  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  and  was 
found  to  be  positive. 

There  were  16  deaths,  a  number  equal  to  13.44  per  cent,  of  the  cases 
attacked,  compared  to  3  deaths,  equal  to  5.35  per  cent  ,  and  11  deaths,  equal  to 
17.74  per  cent,  in  the  two  previous  years.  114  of  the  cases  were  removed  to 
hospital.  Four  were  too  ill  for  removal,  and  one  case  was  isolated. 

The  cases  are  swabed  before  leaving  hospital  until  they  are  found  to  be 
free  of  infection.  The  Medical  Officer  keeps  an  adequate  supply  of  anti-toxin  for 
the  use  of  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  district. 

Erysipelas. 

There  were  4  cases  of  Erysipelas  reported  as  against  8  in  1919,  and  10 
in  1918.  There  were/no  deaths  from  this  disease. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  in  1920  was  11  more 
than  in  the  previous  year.  This  disease  was  reported  each  month,  being  most 
prevalent  in  January  with  21  cases,  October  with  22,  and  December  with  30,  the 
nearest  approach  to  these  figures  being  February  11  cases,  May  13,  June  10, 
September  12,  November  11.  Four  patients  died  from  this  disease  in  1920,  and 
this  number  represents  2.58  per  cent,  of  the  cases  attacked,  as  compared  with  3 
deaths  and  2.08  per  cent,  in  1919,  and  11  deaths  and  6.5  per  cent,  in  1918.  154 
of  the  patients  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Two  cases  were  notified  in  1920,  and  both  were  from  the  same  house 
and  were  removed  to  hospital,  where  the  bacteriological  examination  gave  a 
negative  result  in  each  case.  There  were  no  deaths. 

In  the  previous  year  there  were  4  cases,  and  3  died.  In  another 
suspected  case  last  year,  the  bacteriological  examination  gave  a  negative  result, 
and  the  patient  was  not  removed  to  hospital. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

3  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  to  me,  and  2  ended  fatally. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

16  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  last  year,  compared  with  13  in 
1919,  6  in  1918,  8  in  1917,  3  in  1916,  8  in  1915,  3  in  1914.  In  my  opinion,  the 
increase  in  the  last  two  years  is  due  to  better  notification  of  the  disease. 

None  of  the  patients  suffered  permanent  injury  to  the  eyes,  and  any  case 
reported  which  required  hospital  treatment  was  removed  when  accommodation 
could  be  obtained. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  in  1920  was  41, 
which  is  more  than  double  the  number  reported  in  the  previous  year,  and  is 
rather  higher  than  the  average  number  reported  in  the  previous  six  years. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  15,  as  against  23  in  1919.  In  the  past  year 
31  specimens  from  suspects  of  this  disease  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion,  and  out  of  this  number  7  proved  to  be  positive.  All  cases  are  promptly 
notified  and  are  sent  to  the  local  tuberculosis  dispensary. 
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Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

Under  this  heading  the  number  of  cases  reported  shows  a  great  increase 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  notably  among  children  of  school  age. 
There  were  60  notifications  as  compared  with  19  in  1919,  22  in  1918,  20  in  1917, 
31  in  1916,  52  in  1915,  and  29  in  1914.  The  number  of  deaths  was  10,  as 
against  7  in  the  previous  year. 

Measles. 

This  disease  is  not  notifiable  as  from  the  beginning  of  the  year.  It  was 
present  more  or  less  during  the  whole  year,  but  was  more  prevalent  in  the  first 
two  months  and  resulted  in  13  deaths. 

Pneumonia. 

There  were  82  cases  reported  last  year,  being  the  same  number  as 
notified  in  the  previous  year. 

With  the  exception  of  July  and  August  the  disease  was  present  each 
month,  the  worst  months  being  May  with  27  cases,  February  with  9,  March  10, 
April  11,  and  December  9. 

The  mortality  was  very  heavy,  39  patients  succumbing  to  this  disease. 
This  represents  47.56  per  cent,  of  the  cases  attacked.  The  figures  for  the 
previous  year  were  33  deaths,  representing  40.24  per  cent,  of  cases  attacked. 

Malaria. 

There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  reported  in  1920.  In  the  previous 
year  there  were  2  cases,  in  both  of  which  the  patient  had  contracted  the 
disease  abroad. 

Dysentery. 

1  case  was  notified  last  year — the  same  number  as  in  1919.  This 
patient  had  contracted  the  disease  abroad.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

There  were  2  cases  of  this  disease  notified  last  year,  and  both  of  the 
patients  recovered. 
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Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

There  was  1  case  reported.  The  patient  was  removed  to  Hospital ; 
there  the  case  turned  out  to  be  one  of  Tuberculous  Meningitis,  and  was 
eventually  sent  home  for  treatment. 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  only  1  death  from  this  disease  in  1920,  as  compared  with  3 
in  1919,  17  in  1918,  5  in  1917,  4  in  1916,  and  8  in  1915.  The  disease  has  not 
been  very  prevalent  during  the  year,  only  more  or  less  isolated  cases  occurring. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 

There  were  8  deaths  last  year  from  this  cause  as  against  5  in  the 
previous  year.  The  figures  for  1918,  1917,  1916,  1915  and  1914,  were  11,  8,  6, 
20  and  28  respectively.  Diarrhoea  did  not  assume  epidemic  form  last  year. 

Influenza. 

Though  this  disease  was  present  during  practically  the  whole  year  it 
assumed  a  much  milder  form  than  in  previous  years.  A  noticeable  characteristic 
was  the  special  affection  of  the  spinal  nerves. 

There  were  only  2  deaths  in  1920  as  against  31  in  1919,  and  80  in  1918. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Welfare  Centre  at  Stanley  coptinues  to  do  good  work.  The  total 


attendances  for  1920  were  : — 

Infants  under  1  year  ....  ...  2149 

Infants  over  1  year  ....  ....  407 

Expectant  Mothers  ....  ....  40 

Total  ....  ....  2596 


as  compared  with  the  attendances  of  1919  which  totalled  468.  There  was  one 
session  weekly  until  the  end  of  November,  since  then  it  is  open  2  days  a  week. 

A  Medical  Officer  attends  each  time  the  Centre  is  opened. 


16 


Sanitary  Administration. 

The  following  Adoptive  Acts,  etc.,  are  in  force  in  this  area 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  et  seq. 

Public  Health  Act,  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  3. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Public  Health  Act,  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  4. 

Public  Health  Act,  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  2,  3,  4,  5. 
Regulations  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk-shops. 

Bye-Laws,  March  21st,  1894. 

Cleansing  of  Foot-ways  and  Pavements. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

Cleansing  of  Earth-closets,  Privies,  Ashpits  and  Cess-pools. 
Nuisances. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Slaughter  Houses. 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 

35  specimens  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination.  There  were 
31  of  Phthisis,  3  of  Enteric  Fever,  and  1  of  Diphtheria.  Out  of  this  total  8 
proved  to  be  positive,  namely  7  of  Phthisis  and  1  of  Diphtheria. 


New  Property. 


HOUSING. 


32  houses  were  erected  during  the  year. 

4  consisted  of  six  rooms,  with  scullery,  kitchen,  bathroom  and 

water  closet. 

8  had  five  rooms,  with  scullery,  kitchen,  bathroom  and  water- 
closet. 

13  had  five  rooms,  with  scullery,  bathroom  and  water-closet. 

5  had  four  rooms,  witli  bathroom,  scullery  and  water-closet. 

2  had  four  rooms,  with  scullery,  kitchen,  bathroom  and  water- 
closet. 

15  others  are  nearing  completion. 


Overcrowding  is  rife,  but  your  Council  is  trying  to  relieve  this  by 
pushing  on  with  the  erection  of  new  houses  (3  Contractors  are  now  busy  with 
112  houses. 
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Old  Property. 

South  Moor  Coal  Company  have  completed  the  conversion  of  ash  pit 
privies  into  water  closets  in  connection  with  22  houses  in  Elm  Street.  The 
whole  of  the  yard  areas  have  been  cemented  and  foundations  provided  in  readiness 
to  construct  a  scullery  with  set  pot  and  wash-up  sink  to  each  house.  This  will 
make  a  decided  improvement  to  this  property.  27  of  the  new  houses  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  schedule  have  been  erected  by  this  Company. 

High  Street. 

A  block  of  10  houses  have  now  yards  and  water  closets  provided.  The 
old  ashpit  privies  have  been  demolished  and  a  street  has  been  formed  on  the  sites. 
In  the  sculleries,  wash-up  sinks  have  been  provided,  and  the  downspouts  dis¬ 
connected  from  the  sewer  by  small  trapped  gullies. 

West  Shield  Row  Farm. 

I  he  houses  and  old  out-buildings  here  are  undergoing  improvements. 
Water  closets,  with  a  receptacle  for  ashes,  have  been  erected  in  place  of  the  old 
ashpit  privies. 

Scullery  sinks  have  been  provided,  also  a  new  drainage  system,  so  that 
all  surface  water  and  other  liquids  can  be  dealt  with  effectively. 

The  ground  is  being  excavated  in  front  of  the  houses  to  form  a  dry  area 
as  a  protection  against  dampness  of  walls. 

Fanny  Pit  Cottages. 

3  houses  here  were  closed  and  demolished  to  allow  for  further 
development. 

Far  West  Street. 

General  alterations  were  commenced  in  this  street  during  the  year. 
Self-contained  yards  are  being  provided  for  each  house,  with  water  closets,  coal 
houses,  and  receptacle  for  dry  ashes.  9  of  these  closets  were  in  use  out  of  16  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  cementing  of  yard  areas  will  be  carried  out  during  the 
summer  months.  Wash-up  sinks  are  also  being  provided  in  the  sculleries. 
Privies  are  to  be  demolished  and  the  back  street  properly  made  up  with  footpath, 
channelling,  etc. 
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Chapel  Street. 

15  brick-paved  yards  have  been  relaid  with  cement  concrete  and  the 
drains  laid  with  a  gully  placed  in  a  suitable  position  to  receive  waste  water  from 
sinks,  which  I  hope  will  be  placed  in  the  sculleries.  A  set-pot  provided  in  the 
scullery  of  each  house  would  prove  a  great  boon  to  the  occupiers. 

Ox  Hill. 

-The  roofs  of  about  60  houses  in  Joicey  Terrace  have  been  overhauled. 
The  walls  of  the  eastern  block  of  houses  were  dashed  on  the  outside  as  a 
protection  against  dampness,  and  this  ought  to  be  done  to  the  whole  of  these 
houses. 

I  would  suggest  that  this  property  have  set-pots  with  wash-up  sinks 
provided  in  the  scullery,  and  that  the  staircases  should  be  lighted  by  fanlights. 

The  roc^ns  and  walls  of  the  houses  of  South  Tanfield  have  also  had 
attention  at  the  request  of  your  Council,  in  order  to  put  them  in  habitable 
condition  for  the  time  being.  It  was  proposed  to  have  some  of  these  houses 
raised,  but  under  present  conditions  that  is  impossible. 

The  proposed  plan,  however,  decided  upon  some  time  ago,  for  the 
provision  of  yards  with  up-to-date  conveniences  ought  to  be  carried  out,  and  this 
would  mean  the  abolishing  of  the  present  objectionable  conveniences. 

The  roofs  of  the  houses  at  Ox  Hill  Villas,  Bed  Iiow  and  Kvo  Lane  have 
also  had  some  attention. 

Front  Street,  South  Moor. 

Some  of  the  ash-pit  privies  here  have  been  converted  into  water-closets. 
Similar  work  is  being  carried  out  at  Front  Street,  East  Stanley,  and  insanitary 
metal  wash-up  sinks  have  been  replaced  by  a  good  glazed  ware  type.  Other- 
repairs  were  also  carried  out  to  these  properties. 

Several  other  groups  of  houses  have  also  been  generally  repaired. 

It  will  be  observed  that  50  ash-pit  privies  have  been  converted  into 
water-closets  during  the  year,  and  that  3  extra  closets  have  been  provided  to 
business  premises.  53  yard  areas  were  laid  with  cement  concrete,  3  houses  were 
voluntarily  closed  during  the  year,  and  22  houses  were  temporarily  closed  for 
repairs. 
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APPENDICES. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. - STATISTICS. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 


1st. — General. 

(1)  Estimated  Population  ....  ....  24  390 

(2)  General  death-rate  ....  ....  ....  14‘43 

(3)  Death-rate  from  Tuberculosis ....  .... 

(4)  Infantile  Mortality  ....  ....  ll.S‘4 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  classes  ....  5,089 

(0)  Number  of  working  class  dwelling  houses  _  ....  most  of  above 

(7)  Number  of  new  working  class  houses  erected  ....  ....  32 

2nd. — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection  1. 

lit  I  otal  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ....  ....  ....  395 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  218 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  ..  39 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ..  ....  ....  559 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Inspection  2. 

N umbei  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  .Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ....  487 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

Inspection  3. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit - 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ....  Nil. 
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Nil. 


1 
1 

Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  ^Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making  of 
r  closing  orders 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 
'  were  made  .... 

(3)  ^Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered  fit 

(4)  ©lumber  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  voluntarily 

3. — Unhealthy  Areas. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  Improvement 
Schemes  under  (a)  Part  I.,  or  (b)  Part  II.,  of  the  Act  of  1890. 

(1)  IName  of  area  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(2)  (Acreage  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  working  class  houses  in  area  ....  ....  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  working  class  persons  to  be  displaced....  ....  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye-laws 

erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  section  25  of 

the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919  ....  ....  10 

(0)  (Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly,  the  duties  of  each 
officer  : — The  Surveyor  to  the  Council  is  in  charge  of  the 
Housing  Schemes,  but  is  supplied  with  a  competent  architect 
’I  and  also  a  Surveyor.  He  is  also  provided  with  a  Clerk  for 
■/’;  general  office  work. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  BENSON,  d.p.h. 

The  Urban  District  Council,  Medical  Officer . 

Stanley. 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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93)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  Owners  of 
intention  to  close 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
m  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .... 

(2)  fNumber  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : — 

(а)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ...1 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  .... 


